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ſembſies, hath fer many _ 
* in the Church 

cular Auſtetities of Liſe and a 
ſolemn Exerciſe of Repentanoe and 
Devotion. And, among other Scriptures proper to 


Nate us in theſe” Publes, that which relates our 


le Lord's Encouncer with the Frines of /DarF- 
; ſens. ith great Wiſdom to ve been 
e e For this ini 
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Advantagious at this Time; and ſha therefore be 
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Thi 0 Ordering and ſpecial Appointment 
of Gd: yon Tor zit Was 1 rhe Opwrieithine 
ted Jeſus ap into the ile, ah the purpoſe for 
which he went up thither be tempted. of the 


Devil. 9 WW N 0 


Theſe Heads, fo far as they concern the Perſon 
of our Saviour, I ſhalt diſpatch-with all. conyenicat 
Brevity: Deſigning principally: to-improve} them 

by ſuch general Conſiderations, as we may ſerve 
| 3 -of to excellent eee in the 
duſt erer Wa 8 * 
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ing out Fre W ater receiving 1 e 
Atteſtation, that he was the beloved Son bf God. 
So that p next Work of the Spirit, -after that 
opening of the Heavens, that viſible Reſting up- 
on his Perſon, and publickly proclaiming his Di- 
vine Nature and Commiſſion,” was the ex 0g 

bim to this Conflict with the common Ene 


Mankind. And the Inference, which We, I thi 
are * highly concerned to make from Hans, 
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one Steals are the great Privileges aa 
okens bf God's 


ſ Comforts of Belleyers, che certain 
on Love, Seals of his Covenant, 05 effectual he 
em veyances of Grace, and the ſtrongeſt Pledge 


His Truth and Man's Salvation. And the 

many. as deſpiſe and negle& theſe, put the 980 
fatal. Is. to their own preſent. as well as future 
Ha 0 But though they be ſovereign Anti- 
dotes, yet are they not Amulers againſt Sin; be- 
cauſe their Buſin 
TT the Corruptions of our Souls ; and 
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il Fc and regular Application. They 953 
2 elements, whereby the Souldigrs 

Chriſt liſt themſelves under his Banner: But the 
very Title of a es np e a State of 3 


and that again Pen Accio 
petual AT 13 th and 15 and ain we are 


the W. ns of t Warfare; Not fuch Magical 
ones RE Os belt contrived, "which Multan 
der Aer Heroes that wore them invulnerable: 
But. 4. Shield. againit the Jer Darts 
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they work are effected by a condi- 5 
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and yet ſo too, that it ſhall re 


and furious Attempts that can . Te, kan 


Since each Religious 
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* that uſes 12 hach "16. ordered © rh 
matter, that we cannot be ſafe without theſe; 
upotr . 

whether we 1 * be ſaſe with 1835 
they do not 
Enemy, or 
lence; but only ſtren . Leh, oak 100 put us into 
à better 3 of reſiſting and overcoming 
bim. They who go into the e Field wirhout this 
ght naked and mult. be 4 Cheap and 
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weild ly Sar Te T ES Mice are 84 to 
Combat with Succeſs at laſt. cirGallantry 
may and will often be tried hy Aſſaults, burrherr 

Perſons ſhafl not be inſured by any the moſt, fierce 


at 


Since then the Graces and Virrüsz 


ties and Devotions of a Erin we or 
means: deſigned to cxempr him from wy why 


to prepare. and =o for e in it 
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what times our 8 18 1 to pions Horreft,. 
Nowa the Scriptures have repreſented this Adyer-' 
ary of Outs, 48 a Spirit of "Envy and Malice im- 
Nlacable 3: Favegous and mercileſsas aroaring Lion, 
25 withal fubtle ns deceitful 'as a Serpent: 
Ode tbat lieh Aways üpon tlie Catel to take any 
Advantage, und 1 flak at n Stratagems, 
though never ſo treacherobs and indirect, to in- 
ſnare, or devbur, or by any manner of means to 
deſtroy us And if tkis be His Character, and 
if Our: Religious Ferformiances be ſo many In- 


Reaſon-look for, but Rage, and Repenge, and a. 
double Eagernels in attackin 19 Us, When we are 
moſt intent upon theſe, Duties 'Efp pecially if it be 
ſemembred, that by the Condition « of ar Birth 


generation reſcued us out of Lis Jaws; and there. 
fore he comes'againſt us as Revolters, as one con- 


ned to maintain his Ty A. TD. 
0 enlarge as to make g Fir T beſe 


hings laid all 
be Uſe of the 


of f Grave is ay ow that we _ 
an take 2 inſt Temptations, ſo is 
a very probable n of bringing Tempta- 
ons thicker upon us: 1 bat every time we ſtrive 
0 burſt our Chains, the Foe Will be ſtriving on. 
lis part 50 en them: That conf; equently . 
here is no ſuch State here asabſolute St „ That 
onſtant Watchfulneſs and Care is the-only way 
0 be fafe at laſt ; and that 'thoſe Men ate ex- 
xdingly miſtaken, yr ima that Hear: 
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{zoces. of bidding bim Barteh what cin wWe in 
we were under his Dominion, till Grace and Re- 
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Sacraments. themſelves can ſecme them by than. 
ſelves; and that even when CEN done as they 


$7 to be, Ic is Peace, perſoct and 3 
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5 The Second Thing 1 oped: "OR 

yas the Place ee Bleffed Lord Lord, was tem; 

tod; The Wilderneſs. A 1 and 

| Remote from all Converſation St. Mark 

takes particular Notice of Our Saviour being there 

Mark i. 13. with the wild Beats. Tou cannot but have ob 

ed that upon other Oocaſions, when Holz 

Men in Scripture were admitted to any — 
dinary Communications of the Divine Will a 

Favour, ſome very retired Place luth been her 

choice of for that Furpoſe. Thus Jer and f 

2 were commanded” up inco 2 ' Mountain, a 

"" with a Eaſt of Pony hemſelve 

for the nearer Approaches &f God. In comp 

ance with thoſe Eminent Examples, our 'Bleſlc 

Lord ſet out upon his with rhe 1 

Solitude and Ahiſtinence, that neither the Sant 

af his. Perſon, nor the Auto uf tis 5 

Brine might in any Circumſtance come belli 

2 N A all all "the Pr 
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all in the mean while, that — | 

8 do, in drawing . 19 os ly,” 

get above our ' Send! Apperites, to-ſhake ol 

e may be, the Clutter and Cres of n 

World; and in order hereunto, char our mo 

| Soleman Applications to the Duties f | 
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53 7 of. all Mankind, and under chat Depreſſion 


of Spirits, which ſo long Abſtipence muſt neds have 
cauſed, gave grout Leiſure and Advantage to ſuch 
Attempts, and Was à formal entering tha. Lit 
with this raging Frince af 9 Cod in 
his Wiſdom ſo ordaining, that as Our Miſery 
gan at firſt by the Serpent finding the Wong 
unguarded and alone; ſo the: Seed of the Womu 
ſhould break that Serpent's Head Alone and Hand 


to Hand; and by his own proper Strength n 


in the Spoils, and repair the Loſſes, Whid 
80 olitude had * * dubappy ae pt 
fore. 1 7 
Now the Reftedtion, eee | ariſe fror 
| bence, with regard to our ſelves, is This; Tha 
even our moſt private Retirements are not plac 
of Security, nay, ſometimes. mach leſs. ſo, than I ! 
2 of, variety of Company and publick Buß 1; 
| « 3 he _ World may, without doing WM o 
= wrong, be called a Wilderneſs ; a Ble 1 I 
barren Waſt, in Compariſon of that Fruitful La 2 
of Promiſe, from ; whence alone the Satisſactio i df 
| * feed and fill our Souls muſt be derived. A al 
"= | __ We are in this Deſart, like our. Saviour.amon; il i; 
wil Beaſts, ſurrounded on every fide, i mot wi . 
* Men as Savage and Brutiſh as 1 K. 
5; is worſe, beſet with rayendus | greedy | If 
fires, furious and ungoverned Paſſions which ½ al 
moſt unman us quite, and render us ſcarce -_ th 
' Converſation, ' But well it Were, if — fic 
who have renounced the "World : ns of 
Al 


Feaſures, 3: and endearyured to. ger; fl 
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e of Hu! 
Aae ſafe. 
d put our felves 
1a RL, indeed* like 
qu ag {hor in a Tempeſt, and carrying the 
Veſſel into ſore well-ſlieltered Creek: But Chas! 
There is this Difference, that the Cauſe of Our 
Storm is within our ſelves, and, when it ceaſes 
to blow” hard from One Quarter, there frequent- 
ly ſprings 'upsas ſtiff and dangerous a Gale from 
znother. C liſters; and Colleges, and Country 
Seats, * Qulet from Company and Care, and great 
Leiſure to perſue the One thing needful, "Theſe 
wy be Ny 8 to Fd ts peculiar Advan- 
an ug ſhut out from the Tnterrup- 
5 of the World, we. are ſhut out from very 
much oft its Danger too. But we have a vigt- 
ant Enemy to deal with, one who with marveE 
lous Dexterity labours to turn our v = 9 — 
ons, againft us, and contrives, how he ay 
Snares even in our moſt probable Aba 
z Hay Life. If We are ange | 
of Profit,” and deaf to all the Charms of Pomp 
and Pleaſure ; If multitude of Buſineſs and Diver: 
_ will not prevail upon us to forget God, but 
Jc:rathet to leave all and follow him; the 
Abe er 805 ve us oyer ſo. Thie Apoſtles 
7 al e eh, and yet we find Them continu- 
e ally Aifputicg which 5 their Number ſhould' be 
fit i che Gteateſf. Faſting and other voluntary Morti- 
Th fications, frequent Pray er and liberal Chari ty mi- 
$ f iter aufden te the conquering our if 
Affection and the utmoſt haze Perfection of 
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time to cher Pirit ride, W 
1842 dhe bo od K of cur 2. "5; 
a ter own ue upon their 
5 oi ake 155 deſpiſe Others who have not: 
1 age or the like Opportunities; and in 
dence of our awn, to be Liberal in for th wa 
ſures among all Companies; If we bely or miſſ, inter- 
| NE e detract from 
| Cad Virtues, malicioully FEE Ss Vices, 
reſt of Mankio 2 7 an * 

l | Picy and Phariſaical Diſtinction, as . God 
could be pleaſed with none, but juſt ſuch as We 

are; The matter comes all to one at laſt, and the 
em of Souls, hath, done his Buſineſs This way 
every jot as effettuälly, as all the Vanities and In, 
cumbrances of the. \ Yorld could. ever. haye done 
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vets the —— 
ſtion be more ſteady and fervem, by how much 
more our ee cher 
ootiſiſt Beneſt of priv Mo 3 

sone great private Prayer in par» 

ricular, that in this we cin pour 5 Hh | 
withoot'any manner of reſerve, and ate adthi 
to a free and familiar Communication with Him 
whom our Soul loverh. But I appeal to com- 
mon Experience; Wben we have entred into our 


_ Cloſets, and Thur our Doors about us, do We not 


find that the Encm us: thirher tbo ? 
Tes; be e ee 
ſcatters our . 


impertinent Amuſernevts,- with u 
dring, and fometimes finful Tmay nations: 280 
What we to u wro 
xes the wellmeating with & 
And whence all —4 But 
when we kave made an eſcape ſrom all 
5 ag fave. nor can get 
malt carry about us Sur 
corrupt Hearts which always 
wich z Matter to Hrs Ke thoſe treacheroms 

the Foe agaialt as. 


1 anight add father" 2 ee ie 
rmeptatro to Solitude ; 
1 t , 


becauſe 


me, thit they Nek covefe in 


prey e 


e eee fon, 1 
3 the Seri A 
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1 
Devil, advise us 10 flee-from ſome rtf bf 5 
gs en the moſt eſſectual : way of Re. 

el. — 4 70 T0 fight flying, and 40 quit the 
ield” betimes is certainly to gain it. 80 chat, as 

Boljngly ape: Diverſion.» are the, Ruing of Some, 
Ware bo leſs the Protection of Others . For 

very being Alone may, invige and encourage 

the Tempter; and eſpecially, it our Minds be a- 

lone, qe, and careleſs and; void of Thought. 
But be our Thoughts never. Jo. well em ployes, 

2 be is always importugate.and buſy,, impudent 

aud intrudi and abguring, perpervall £0 con- 

found and difturb us., Aqd therefore theſs Things 
well e wauld dh the 3 we are 


longer be dale alone, .-would-like. 
wiſe give us juſt, Notions- of. the x aldom,. nay 
the Goodneſs o that Providence, . 
our Puniſhments to become Mercies to us. For 
by appointing, that Meg ſhould ſupply. the Ne- 
|  ceſſities of Nature and their Families,-by hard 
Labour, and much; Thought, & hath let them 
leſs Leifure.to; hearken,. 22 I Abd pre- 
— a, World of 4 — NMI 
Which, corrupt N ine — han , 
Bal t00.many Examples of-Idlenets 
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e us to believe the of 7 
Nan would ne e big 


ſelves. ta. | 5 


III. Inow roceed, inthe Thid a4 Lal Place ; 
to conſider the Ordering and ſpecial Appointmeas = 
of God in our Lord's Temptation; which I in 
fer from the Text, declaring, that Jeſus dat k. | 
vp of the. Spirit into the Wilkerneſs, 
was led uh Ie to be tempted of the Der. 
is not I think diſputed, but the Ae be, 
or if it were, St. Lale might bel 
us in f — 4 "Mes | 
ls fal of the — oa mas ted: by. the ham 
it into the: Wilderneſs.” An intimation plain e 
nough, that tlie Sprit by: which he was fed: was. 
the lame that ſe mat ful of, and that throughout 
this whole Affair 1 « Divins 


lapulſe and Direction. 


Why this at. be de tb "ns ET 
| comin die the Neu Testament can be 
t a loſs for {i very ſubſtantial Reaſons, . Ha 
s the Captain of our Salvation, and fit it was 
ut he ſhould akon animate us by his own. © © / 
nple. He came to „not meerly in hs 

vn Perſon, but in Fis Character, a tee 

take Us Conquer e thanCongueronrs; and 

hat could be more Expedient than this Combat, 
Ir proving both his own $ as his Abi, 

9:0 alf and fuſtain all that ight under Him - 
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means felt the Burden and Danger of . — 
ons; and the Tenderneſs 15 88 Compaſſian: 15 
this Acquaintance with them would natural 
lows will infallibly diſpoſe. him to hear ry by 
to pardon: and readily: make all reaſonable Allow. 
ances for the like: Difficulties. He was the moſt 
Excellent, incomparably ſo, that . ever bore this 
Nature; and his Con eſcenſion in this Particular 
is a Warning to us all, that no Degree; of Perſe- 
Ciion in this World can ſet a Man fo higb, as to 
be above, and out. of the reach of Temptation. 
But ſtill he preſerved his Innocence 1unblemiſhed; 
and this again demonſtrates, that, the inſepa. 
rable Infirmities of Fleſh and Blood notwithſtand 
ing, our Adverſary is not. invincible ;- ſince He 
who. did not diſdain to partake theſe Infirmitic 
hath long ſince vanquiſiid and triumphd over 
him. All theſe Conſiderations I take to be ti 
manifeſt Reſult of thoſe two Paſſages to the H 
Hebr. iv. 15, brews, We have not an High Prieſt, which cannot b 
2 rowched with the feeling f our Infirmities,, but mas i 
ll Points temptel like: a5 me are, yet-without Sin 
Let us tberefure came boldly unto the; Thrane of Gras 
that we may obtain Mercy and find Grace to help in ti 
Choy, i 17, of need. i Hip again, _ all crbings it behoved him: 
made like unto. his: Brethren ,; that lie mig lit be 
e and 4 faithful tg Prieſt, &c, By in tha 
a= "bath: ſuffered 22 mee 
that are pas pl 1 p90! 
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flelled Lord to be tempted, and why there ſhoult 
be a. particular Hand of Providence in it. But 
then this enten leads on to another, which 
Na) 12 55 0 carry no ſmall Difficulty, and where 
the and Intereſt of every one of Us is 
al and immediately — For, though 
qeſus was tempted to become a Fattern, yet that 
Argument will not hold to the Circumſtances of 
each priyate Chriſtian. He condeſcended to par- 
take of our Nature, tis true, and of all it's Infirmi- 
ties ſtrictly and properly Humane; But then the 
Divine 1 — to which this of Ours had the 
Honour of rſonally United, was of PO. - 
er ſuperiour to SR _ the Devil: This rendred 
Him impregnable; But what ſhall become. of Us, 
poor Us, who are not only Weak but Corrupt 
too; and by. no means an equal Mateh for the 
Enemy that attacks Us? God declares, he hates 
Sin, that he tempts no Maa to Sin, that he wills 
not the Death of a Sinner; and yet He ; ſuffers 
Men to be tempted, nay be ordains thoſe very = 
Things that become Temptations to them. — 
is not this to will their Death, when he wills 
that which occaſions their Dying ?. Is it not to 
deſtroy his Sheep, when he does not only not 
deſtroy. the Wolf, but permits the Sheep daily 
and hourly to comein the. Wolf s way? I he do 
indeed hate Sin, why does he not prevent it af 
fectually „ by cutting off at once all chocs Temp. 
tations Ro whence Sin comes? This hath = 
ſometimes laid. hold on, as a Conliderable. Ob- 
jection againſt the Divine Providence in gene 


or at leaſt Diff the Juſtice 4 
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ET 7 EET 17 
moit 2 Liberty ef any. Canſequently it 8 
can be no reflection upon God to preſerve Men 
in this Liberty. But fou if he ſhould fix their 
Wills u or if he ſhauld tale all Evil 
e way; there were an End of 
this natural Power 'Fog he that cannot deter- 
mine bis dun Choice is not free; and he that 
hathi but one Object hath no Choice left. 80 
then Temptations to Evil muſt be. permitted, or 
Man” remains no danger *Man, That is. 2 Rational | 
_ Free Agent. This Freedom indeed is too 

R amiſs, but he who gave the Pri- 
—— . not to be reproached far the Abuſe 
of it: Eſpecially when that Abuſe and all the un- 
happy Conſequences of it are from our 
ſelves. . For what trifling elſe, what mockery are 
| which expoſtulate with Men, 
will dir, call upon them to turn 1 pack. xyfk 
— j — e RO fh der 3 
F er 4 4 o 3 xxx. 19. 
d Io that — y n 


manner, —— — . 


"TheNomeqonl — 
contrary Evil, but alſo that ſuch Evil have ſome⸗ 
rhing in it which may invite us under the ap- 
pearance of Good. For that appearance moves 
our Aſſections, and is the f very ting: that males 
the Temptation; and it is our ũnhappineſs and aur 
fault, tllat we dan to the byaſs 2 and 
Senſe, and through raſhneſs, or prejudice, or ob- 
ſtinacy, ſuffer our Elec tobe deludel by ſuch falſe 
eee and ſo e eG Evil before real 
God. Motives: to Sin 

we reſi a -abd che — reſdlutely: we perſevere. 
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